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Next time you’re on Dordt’s campus on a Tuesday or 
Thursday, stop by the Defender Grille 
for a rice bowl. I like to add chicken, 
peanut sauce, and 
asparagus to my bowl, 
but there are many 
other options to 
choose from. I've had 
several students and 
staff members tell 
me that getting a 
rice bowl is one 
of the highlights of their week, as it 
is mine.
Behind the scenes, Dordt Dining 
Services quietly and diligently creates 
food like the rice bowl and caters on-
campus events such as the Defender 
Nation Dinner, which is pictured on 
the cover. They show hospitality 
through the simple act of providing a 
meal; in doing so, they serve as “salt 
of the earth” and “light of the world” 
(Matthew 5:13-16).
This issue highlights Dordt students, 
faculty, and alumni who are working 
to be salt and light. You’ll read about 
an associate provost who became 
a Fulbright scholar to encourage 
others, engineering and computer 
science faculty who push students to 
think critically about technology, and 
alumni who have done great things in 
the fi elds of accounting and ministry.
“Let your light shine before others, 
that they may see your good deeds 
and glorify your father in heaven,” 
says Jesus in Matthew 5:15. Wherever 
or whatever our spheres of infl uence, 
be it in hospitality or scholarship, 
may we keep being salt and light for 
others.
SARAH MOSS (̓10),  EDITOR
Editor’s Notes
WEEK OF WELCOME WOWS
During Week of Welcome (WOW) in late August, WOW staff members including Dordt senior Ytsje 







9 Three students 
explain what drove them 
to become entrepreneurs 
and how they balance 
school and work.
10 Dordt's student loan 
default rate is well below 
the national average.
11 A First Mondays 
speaker shares his 
perspective on 
immigration, justice, and 
Christian hospitality with 




and computer science 
professors tackle what it 
means to create and use 
technology responsibly.
21 The word “Dordt” 
signals a rich institutional 
history, a memorable 
synod, and a unique name.
26 James Calvin 
Schaap (’70) shares stories 
from the class of 1968, 
refl ecting back on a year 
that profoundly shaped the 
U.S. and the world. 
ALUMNI
32 Dr. Elizabeth 
(Vander Ziel, ’03) 
Blankespoor is an 
accounting professor at the 
University of Washington 
and this year’s Horizon 
Award recipient.
34 Dr. Chuck 
DeGroat ('92), the 2018 
Distinguished Alumni 
Award recipient, explains 
how his Dordt education 
still infl uences his work as 
a professor of pastoral care 
and Christian spirituality 
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